
 

  

Introduction: 

Jesus was an amazing man who said to follow him…. but what does that mean? And how 

do we do that? 

Welcome to the Discipleship Project where we are exploring how we can be followers of 

Jesus. It is designed for Primary aged children but the ideas for families and congregations 

can be used for all ages. 

This week we will try to see how Jesus’ life is relevant to our lives, how do we put Jesus’ words 

and teaching into our local contexts. This week we are focusing on loving Mercy as Jesus 

instructed us too in Micha 6:8 

Ideas for families:  

Explore what mercy is and where you might see it in your daily life. Are there people in your 

life who show mercy more than others. Because mercy is not a common topic of 

conversation you might need to look up a definition or give examples. You might try to draw 

a comic together with a character asking for mercy and receiving mercy. You might like to 

narrate a skit and let the family members act out what it might look like to show someone 

mercy.  

Ideas for Congregations: 

Gathering Idea –  

Ask the music team or the technical team at church to make a mistake, to act like the words 

won’t come up, on the projector, or the sound won’t work. Let people feel like something 

has gone wrong. See how many people start to get agitated. Before people get up to help, 

let the congregation know this was a little game, and that you were giving them all a 

chance to show mercy to the tech team. Just so they felt loved and cared for. People might 

be confused and that’s ok, it’s part of the experience. You might be able to ask people how 

they felt when something went wrong. Or how do you think the tech team felt when things 

were going wrong. It can be really confronting and embarrassing when something goes 

wrong, and it looks like it is your fault. Imagine however what it would be like if you knew 

even if you made a mistake, even if things all broke down, that people would show you 

mercy, and forgiveness and just love you anyway. What a difference that would make.  

CREATIVE IDEAS… 

Step 1 - Make a list of all the jobs and chores you need to do around the house. 

Step 2 - Think of a fitting punishment for not doing the chores. :eg, if you don’t sweep the 

floors before bedtime, you get no tv screen time the next day.  

Step 3 - Ask your family members if they agree with your punishments. Are they equal to the 

chore? Or too easy or too harsh?  

Step 4 - Think about what God would think of your list. Does God punish us for not doing 

what God wants us to do? 

Step 5 - Think about how you might be able to show mercy the next time something doesn’t 

do something you wanted them to.    



 

  

Heart of the Story (Everyone Chat): 

Jesus asks us to walk humbly and Love mercy but what does that look like today. Mercy 

is a word we don’t really use very often these days, so let’s look at what it really means. 

Mercy and forgiveness are very similar in meaning but mercy more than forgiveness 

give the power difference between the people involved. If you are merciful you are 

forgiving to people you would otherwise have power over.  When you forgive someone 

and show them mercy you are opening yourself up to a relationship build on respect 

for each other, rather than basing your relationship on what value you can get from 

each other. Mercy takes away the need for judgment and the need to be perfect. We 

are not perfect, and all people make mistakes, in fact we need to make mistakes so 

that we can learn and grow as people.   

God’s love for us is eternally merciful, God loves is complete, even when we make 

mistakes and do selfish and bad things. God is always there when we want to say sorry, 

and when we just want to cry. Showing other people mercy is one of the ways we can 

show others part of what it is like to be part of Gods family. We can show other people 

that we love them and care for them as part of Gods family. It can be hard to forgive 

people when we are hurt by them, or when they have taken something that is ours. It 

can make us angry or sad, and when we are angry or upset at other people, we don’t 

always show our best self. We might think only of how something affects us, and not 

how the other people might feel. When we show mercy, we are able to let go of our 

anger. We can show people that they are more important than their actions, and 

mistakes. Just as we are more than our mistakes to God.  

Outcomes: 

1.Explore the concept of being a follower of Jesus 

2. Think through what Mercy means and looks like.  

3. To build a connection between our actions and Gods actions.  

4. To begin to explore how our actions affect those around us, both in positive and 

negative ways. 



 

  

 

List the people who shows you 

mercy 



 


