
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John 17: 20 - 26 

 

 

This week is an exciting week for the Uniting Church in Australia! We 

celebrate the joining of 3 denominations (Congregation Union of Australia, 

Methodist Church of Australia & Presbyterian Church of Australia) 43 

years ago! We celebrate the journey that the Uniting Church has gone 

through these last 43 years including recognising, acknowledging and 

working with the First Peoples of this land; the work done with social 

justice advocacy and community welfare; all the ministries the church has 

been and is still called to, the diversity of the church in every aspect of 

the word and many more! 

 

As we celebrate this anniversary of coming together as one, we remember 

when Jesus prays not only for himself and his disciples, but that he prays 

for us too! Jesus prays for those that believe in him to become one heart 

and mind, to be unified and together just as God the Son and God the 

Father are. 

 

It is not always easy to join in unity. In our every day lives we constantly 

see our uniqueness that God has gifted us with, the diverse gifts we all 

have, the diverse creation he has made. In what ways are you blessed to 

be different? What are some of the things that make you unique, just as 

God intended? In our everyday lives we do not always agree with one 

another, holding our opinions strong and arguing our point to no end. Have 

you ever had an opinion, perspective or belief that was different from a 

friend or family member? How did you react to that or move forward from 

that?  

 

Even with our differences, Jesus prays for us to be one. We don’t lose our 

uniqueness as we join together, but instead we bring all our diversity 

together in Christ, for God. It brings the love God has for Christ in us, 

just as Christ is in us. 

 

 

 
Dear God, 

Just as Jesus prayed for us, we 

too pray for our continuing 
journey of Unity and Oneness. 
We ask for your wisdom and 

guidance to come together, just 
as the Uniting Church did 43 

years ago. We pray that we us 
our differences to praise you as 

one. Thank you for all that has 
been possible through your 

name for the past 43 years and 
we pray that you continue to 

walk with us in the years to 
come. We lift these prayers to 
you, in the name of you Son, 

Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 



Method:  

You can either serve in a big bowl or in individual dishes. 

1. Slice the sponge roll and place a layer on the bottom of the 

bowl. 

2. Place a fruit layer and some of the juice so it soaks into the 

cake. 

3. Put a layer of custard on the top.  

4. If you have room repeat the layers again. 

 

Challenge 1. This week find 10 things the Uniting Church 
does to support our communities. 

Challenge 2. Interview or write to an older person about 
their experience of the denomination they were part of 
before union and ask them how things are different. Ask 
what they liked about then and what they like about being 
part of the Uniting Church now. 

Challenge 3. Every day pray for the Uniting Church and 
one of the projects you have learnt about. How could you 
support it going forward? Maybe you could write an 
encouraging email thanking them for the work they do! 

The Uniting Church came about through 3 separate denominations choosing to join together, 
Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregationalist. To celebrate what the Uniting Church has become 
we are making a Uniting Church Trifle. You can use a plain option or go Chocolate roll and 

chocolate custard with berries depending on what you like, finish off with grated chocolate on top. 

 

 

 

 

The UCA logo shows the cross of Jesus 

Christ, in its light and love, standing over a 

darkened world — redeeming it through 

grace and truth. 

By that cross people are bound to Christ and 

each other. The Holy Spirit, symbolised by the 

dove with the wings of flame, empowers and 

guides us to be witnesses to Jesus Christ. 

The wide U at the bottom points to the fact 

that we are uniting; as a semicircle it also 

reminds us that the renewing of both church 

and world are as yet incomplete. 

The logo symbolises something of the vision 

we have glimpsed and the hopes we hold for 

the future. In particular it reminds us:  

• that the gospel message is central in all 

that we seek to do; 

• of the need for constant reform and 

renewal; 

• of our commitment to worship, witness and 

service. 

 

UCA 
Logo 

RIDDLE: Find the Key 

I have keys, but no locks and space, but no rooms. You 

can enter, but you can’t go outside. What am I? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ingredients: 

- 1 X Sponge roll 

- Tinned fruit 

- Fresh fruit 
optional 

- Custard 

- Chocolate 

Recipe: Uniting Church Trifle 
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