Maundy Thursday is the beginning of the difficult journey of Easter. Depending on which gospel you are
reading will depend on the order of things. John doesn’t have the Passover meal as part of his account of
what happens, but does have Jesus washing the disciple’s feet back in chapter 13 trying to give people a
clue about what is to happen. There was an expectation that Jesus as the Messiah would be the great
leader who would defeat the Romans and free God’s people. Jesus did do this but not in the way that they
expected. He knew what he had to do and in John he spends his time praying for his disciples. That includes
you!

Happy Easter people! Today we celebrate that God did not leave Jesus in the grave! God reached out to humanity, the
Gates of heaven were open, there is a new creation and a new hope, no longer is there a need to prove your worth to God,
we are free, sin is overcome, the old ways have been transformed through Jesus, there is hope in the darkness! Love has
won!
When I first became a Christian, the big thing as people preached was throughout Easter people would be saying –
Sunday’s coming! I know we are at Good Friday in death and sadness but Sunday’s Coming... Well today people Sunday is
here! Sometimes in our dark spaces we can struggle to see the light, we think life will be like this forever. Let me tell you,
life is always changing and this too shall pass. Hang in there – Sunday is coming!

“The King Is Coming”
Read John 20:1-18

Prayer for the Day:

How blessed are we to have these stories of hope that remind us no matter how lost we may feel,
nothing is lost to you… Help us to find a space to celebrate this great hope right where we are
today. Thank you, Jesus. Amen

Dear God,

“The arrest of Jesus”
John 18:1-11

Prayer for the Day:

Dear Jesus,
Thank you that even as you were facing your most difficult challenge you were praying for your
disciples; ever selfless you continue to advocate for me. Thank you Amen.

Have you ever felt misunderstood, or left by your friends? Have you ever found
yourself going down a path that you’re not sure how to get off? Or done
something you wish you hadn’t? Jesus knows what this feels like; he promises
to be with you and help you make courageous choices. Easter reminds us that
it is never too late for a new start!

Prayer for the Day:
Dear Jesus,
Thank you that you willingly gave up your life, so that we can be friends with you. Thank you that you know what it
is to be hurt and deserted by your friends, and that you understand when we make mistakes and hurt others even
when we don’t mean to. Please forgive us, be with us, and guide our ways. In Jesus name, Amen

“Guards at the tomb “
Matthew 27:62 - 66

Above is a prayer labyrinth. There is only one way in and out. As you follow the path, you give to God
all of the things you are worried about. When you get to the centre you take time to just be still and
listen to God. As you head back out you think about what God is asking you to share with the world.
During hard times it is important to take care of yourself, so make sure you talk with someone you
trust, and remember Kids Helpline (1800 55 1800) is there if things are getting really tough.
Stay strong people - tomorrow is a new day!

Prayer for the Day:
Dear God,
Thank you that you love us and promise to be with us on our good days and on our bad.
You promise that there is nowhere we can go from your love. In Jesus name, Amen

On Easter Saturday, or sad Saturday as I like to call it, the disciples thought Jesus was dead for good. It was the Sabbath
so they were not allowed to do anything. They couldn’t work or cook or travel. Sound familiar?? It was a day for God. For
the disciples they had no idea what was coming, can you imagine how they felt? Their leader and dear friend was dead,
there hope for the future lost. We all have sad days and bad days, but God does not desert us God is busy at work! One
of my favourite songs is Look Up Child by Lauren Daigle, it is a call to trust in God in those hard times.

On Good Friday as we listen to the story of Jesus journey to his death, there are so many people with ideas of who he
should have been and what he should do. The religious leaders both threatened by his leadership but also fearful for
their people were afraid that if Jesus did rise up against the Romans there would be serious repercussions for the
Jewish people. Pilate also needed to keep the religious leaders onside to help manage the people and try to maintain
peace. All this leads to an innocent man being killed. But we know there were bigger things going on here, this was a
bigger battle, destroying the understanding that you needed to be good enough to be friends with God by making the
right sacrifices, Jesus chooses to make the ultimate sacrifice so that for the rest of eternity people could be friends
with God merely by believing and asking.

“The journey to the cross”
John 18:11-42

